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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 2, 5, 8, 9, and 11-13 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 2, line 7, it is suggested to delete "wave". 

Claim 5, line 10, it is suggested to replace "ijefore performing communications" with - 
before returning to determining a communication condition of the communication channel-. See 
claim 1 where the communications is performed after determining that the communication 
channel is not being used. 

Claim 8, line 4, it is suggested to replace "performs communications" with -performs 
subsequent communication by returning to determining a communication condition of the 
communication channel-. See claim 3. 

Claim 9, line 13, it is suggested to replace "controller" with -controllers--, line 18, 
replace "before performing communications" with -before returning to determining a 
communication condition of the communication channel-. 

Claim 11, line 3, it is suggested to replace "controller" with -controllers-. 

Claim 12, line 4, it is suggested to replace "communications" with -subsequent 
communications by returning to determining a communication condition of the communication 
channel-. 

Claim 13, line 10, it is suggested to replace "before performing communications" with - 
before returning to determining a communication condition of the communication channel—. 
Claim 16, line 4, it is suggested to replace "communications" with -subsequent communications 
by returning to determining a communication condition of the communication channel-. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Conley et 
al (6,651,107). 

Regarding claim 1 5 Conley discloses a communication method of communicating with a 
plurality of communication apparatuses (clients) via a communication channel (common 
physical link), the communication method comprising: a first step of determining a 
communication condition of the communication channel (see col. 1, lines 48-50); a second step 
of, when the first step determines that the communication channel is being used, waiting for a 
predetermined waiting time and returning to the first step (see col. 1, lines 50-53 and col 2, lines 
1-2); and a third step of, when the first step determines that the communication channel is not 
being used, performing communications via the communication channel (see col. 1, lines 54-56), 
wherein the communication apparatuses have different predetermined waiting times (see col. 2, 
lines 2-8). 

Regarding claim 2, Conley discloses the first step detects a carrier frequency of the 
communication channel, when the carrier frequency is detected, the first step determines that the 
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communication channel is being used, and when the carrier wave frequency is not detected, the 
first step determines that the communication channel is not being used (see col 1, lines 48-56). 

Regarding claim 3, Conley discloses when communication is successively performed by 
using the communication channel, subsequent communication is performed by returning to the 
first step after waiting for a predetermined communication period after performing 
communication in accordance with the third step (see col. 1, lines 45-56 and col. 2, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claims 5-8, claims 5-8 are apparatus claims that have substantially all the 
limitations of the respective method claims 1-3. Therefor, they are subject to the same rejection. 
Note that claim 1 includes limitations claimed in claim 5 and 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Conley in view 
of Gosior et al (2002/0159434). 

Regarding claim 4, Conley does not specifically disclose the communication channel is a 
wireless communication channel. However, to use a wireless or wired channel is well known and 
is matter of choice. Gosior discloses a system that uses wireless channel (see paragraph 0002). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to use wireless channel as taught by Gosior in the system of Conley in order 
to eliminate the masses of wires interconnecting. 

6. Claims 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gosior in 
view of Conley. 

Regarding claim 9, Gosior discloses a game system, comprising: a game machine (see 
figure 1 and game console in paragraph 0001); a plurality of game controllers (see claim 45) 
controlling the game machine and performing two-way communications with the game machine; 
and a communication apparatus (see base transceiver 12 in figure 1) that performs 
communications with the game machine and the game controllers. Gosior does not specifically 
disclose the game controllers and the communication apparatus each comprising: a 
communication condition determination part that determines a communication condition of a 
communication channel between the game controller and the communication apparatus; and a 
communication controller that, when the communication condition determination part determines 
that the communication channel is being used, waits for a predetermined waiting time before 
performing communications, and when the communication condition determination part 
determines that the communication channel is not being used, performs communications by 
using the communication channel. However, these features are well known in the art. Conley 
discloses a system that uses carrier sense multiple access/collision detection (CSMA/CD) 
protocol in which a channel condition is determined and when the communication channel is 
being used, waits for a predetermined waiting time before performing communications, and 
when the communication channel is not being used, performs communications by using the 
communication channel (see col. 1, lines 45-56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
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person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the technique of 

accessing the communication channel as taught by Conley in the system of Gosior in order to 

'I 

govern the access to the communication channel. * 

Regarding claims 10-12, Conley further discloses wherein the communication condition 
determination part detects a carrier frequency on the communication channel, when the carrier 
frequency is detected, the communication condition determination part determines that the 
communication channel is being used, and when the carrier frequency is not detected, the 
communication condition determination part determines that the communication channel is not 
being used as in claim 10 (see col. 1, lines 48-56), wherein the predetermined waiting time is set 
such that the game controller and the communication apparatus have different waiting times as in 
claim 1 1 (see col. 2, lines 2-8), and wherein when communications are successively performed 
by using the communication channel, the communication controller performs communications at 
predetermined communication periods as in claim 12 (see col. 1, lines 45-56 and col. 2, lines 1- 
8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the access technique as taught by Conley in the system of Gosior so 
that a single game controller gains access to the communication channel, with others of the 
waiting game controllers gaining access to the channel successively. 

Regarding claims 13-16, claims 13-16 claim a game controller that includes limitations 
described in game system claims 9-12. Therefore, they are subject to the same rejection. 

Conclusion 



\ 
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7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Rutkowski (5,806,849), Johnson et al (2004/0221025), Hausman et al (5,872,920), and 
Raphaeli et al (2003/0103521). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian D. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3084. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3 134. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

11 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BRIAN NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




